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THE MOSCOW TALKS 


The Austrian government delegation, which was headed by 
Chancellor Julius Raab and included Vice Chancellor Bruno 

Pittermann, Foreign Minister Leopold Figl, State Secretary 

Bruno Kreisky and a staff of experts, returned to Vienna July 

271. The results of the talks, in which Soviet Premier Khrush 
chev and First Deputy Premier Mikoyan participated, were 

summarized in a joint communique which stressed that the 

economic relations between the two countries had been the 

main topic. 

The Austrian delegations asked for a reduction of oil de- 
liveries under the State Treaty; the Soviet government agreed 

to a 50% cut in outstanding shipments --- 3,5 million tons in- 

stead of 7 million. 

The Soviet Union also conceded that instead of an addi- 

tional 400,000 tons of crude oil (part of $50 million worth of 

shipments of goods over the next years), other items, yet to 

be specified, would be acceptable. 

Furthermore, the Soviet Union signified its readiness to 

purchase a greater quantity of finished and semi-finished 

goods from Austria, while Austria will increase its imports 
of raw materials from the Soviets. 

Austrian President Schaerf was invited on a state visit to 
the U.S.S.R., and Premier Khrushchev accepted an invitation 
to Vienna, No dates for these visits have been announced. 


RAAB: NEUTRALITY IS NO ONE-WAY STREET 


Upon his return, Chancellor Julius Raab praised the So- 
viet Union’s understanding of Austrian economic needs, evi- 
denced by a 50% — reduction of Austria’s quota of oil ship- 
ments, but he pointed out at this occasion that Austria must 
not forget that the assistance which Austria had received 
from the West,and which it still obtained by way of loans and 
credits, rendered an important contribution to Austria’s eco- 
homy and thus to its independence. 

“Austrian neutrality is no one-way street,’’ the Chancel- 
lor said. ‘‘If it were, it would contradict the very concept of 
neutrality.’’ 

Raab added that during his trip this year, he had found 
full acknowledgement by East and West alike of Austria’s 
position. He said: ‘‘In times of world-wide tensions and con- 


(Continued on page 2) 
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AUSTRIA TO CONTRIBUTE TO OEEC-AID FOR TURKEY 

Foreign Minister Leopold Figl took part in the recent 
meeting of the Ministers Council of the O. E. E. C. in Paris 
where questions of the European economy were discussed. 
Upon his return to Vienna, Fig] held a press conference during 
which he said that the question of economic aid for Turkey 


had been given particular consideration and that Austria 
would share in such aid. 


AUSTRIAN SOCIALISTS REPLY TO C.P.S.U. 


The Austrian Socialist Party has just replied to a round- 
robin letter addressed to European Socialist parties in which 
the Communist party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) asked for 
support for the Soviet disarmament proposals. 


The Austrian Socialists said in their reply that serious 
disarmament presupposes that none of the partners intended 
to take tactical advantage of the imaginary or real adversary. 
They added that if the Soviet peoples believed their security 
threatened by rocket bases in Western Europe, the west and 
central European peoples likewise considered their security 


threatened by Soviet superiority in so-called conventional 
weapons. 


REPEATED BORDER VIOLATIONS 
BRING PROTEST... 


‘*The Austrian Foreign Office instructed the Austrian min- 
ister in Budapest on August 8 to lodge a strong protest with 
the Hungarian government against repeated border violations 
by Hungarian organs, which continue to fire on persons on 
Austrian territory.’’ (Official Announcement from Vienna. ) 


. AND A WARNING 


The Austrian Ministry of the Interior issued the following 
warning on August 9: ‘‘Shots from beyond the border, mine ex- 
plosions, electrically charged barbed wire fences and even 
kidnaping over the border threaten everyone who moves in the 
immediate border area along the Hungarian and Czechoslovak 
frontiers. The Austrian authorities must warn against approach- 
ing the border or swimming or fishing in border streams. 

‘*Anyone disobeying this warning is subject to dangers for 
the consequences of which the Austrian authorities will not 
be responsible.’’ (One such incident, involving an American 
student who was arrested at the Czech border, has been wide- 
ly reported in the American press. Ed.) 
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AUSTRIAN AWARD FOR GENERAL GRUENTHER 

The Gold Medal of Merit of the Austrian Red Cross has 
been awarded to General Gruenther, chairman of the American 
Red Cross, at a ceremony in the general’s office in the Ameri- 
can National Red Cross building. The presentation was made 
by Austrian Ambassador Platzer, who also delivered a per- 
sonal letter from Dr. Hans Lauda, president of the Austrian 
Red Cross. The letter compliments Gruenther on his ‘‘out- 
standing assistance during the Hungarian crisis.’’ 


STYRIA HIT BY FLOODS 


This summer was marked by a series of disasters in Aus- 
tria: floods hit Carinthia and later (August 13) Styria. m the 
area of Kindberg, Bruck an der Mur andPernegg, raging moun- 
tain streams killed six persons, destroyed or damaged the 
homes of 30,000 and blocked the traffic on one of Austria’s 
major railroad lines. The total damage is estimated at about 
5 million dollars. The Austrian army was called out to parti- 
cipate in rescue operations. 


EMPLOYMENT TOPS PREVIOUS RECORDS 


Employment in Austria reached a record high of 2,257,712 
in July. This was 17,356 persons more than in July of last 
year. The increase was most noticeable in the building and 
tourist industries and in commercial enterprises. Little change 
took place in agricultural employment. 


EPU SURPLUS 


As of July, Austria’s account with the European Payment 
Union showed an active balance of 13,885,000 dollars. The 
reason for the large surplus is to be found in the tourist traf- 
fic which reached its peak during July and August. 


POWER BALANCE IMPROVES: 
EFFECTS OF MOSCOW AGREEMENTS 


Austria can expect a material improvement in its output 
of power as early as in 1959. This forecast is based on the 
potentialities of primary power sources at Austria’s disposal, 
namely water, crude oil and natural gas. 

The crude oil shipments made to the Soviet Union under 
the State Treaty this year already reached 40% of the total 
production. But because of agreements making the retention 
of 3,5 million tons of crude oil possible and permitting an ex- 
change of other goods for another 400,000 tons of crude oil, 


a decisive improvement in Austria’s power balance will occur. 


It will also be aided by a steady increase in the output of na- 
tural gas. 


1959 should show this picture: 
1955 1959 


Total crude oil production 3,7 million tons 2,6 million tons 
Remaining quantity accord- 
ing to Moscow agree- 


ments of 1955 1,4 million 
Remaining quantity accord- 

ing to Moscow agree- 

ments of 1958 2,1 million 
Natural Gas output 766 million 1, 2 billion 


1957 POWER PRODUCTION UP 

. Austria’s total power production in 1957, amounting to 
12,500,000,000 kilowatt hours, exceeded the 1956 output by 
6.4%. Hydro-electric power generating stations accounted for 
9,3 billion kilowatt hours of the total. 


COAL VIA THE DANUBE 

Deliveries of Russian coal in the port of Linz up to July 
15, amounted to 40,000 metric tons and that of ores to 50,000, 
Another 30,000 tons of coal and ore should be received by the 
end of August. Of the total of 200,000 tons due for delivery 
this year, 30,000 were shipped by rail, and 100,000 are being 
transported by the Austrian Danube fleet. The remaining 30,000 
tons will reach Linz in Soviet bottoms via the Danube. Ship- 
ments originate in the Soviet Danube port of Ismail. 

During the next year, it is expected that shipments of 
Russian goods via the Danube will at least be doubled, and 
shipments might be increased still further as a result of the 
latest agreement reached in Moscow. 


AUSTRIAN PARTICIPATION IN U.S. FAIRS 


To date, Austria has participated only occasionally an 
not too prominently in fairs and trade shows in the Wnite/ 
States. For the next year, however, the Association of Aus 
trian Industrialists announced participation in a number of in 
portant American trade events for 1959, including the U.§ 
World Trade Fair in New York, May 8 to 19, the Internationa 
Fair in Chicago, July 1 to 19, and the Trade Fair in Portland 
June 10 to 24, which will be part of the centenary of Oregon's 
statehood. 

The Association is also considering participation in the 
California International Trade Fair and Industrial Exposition, 
April 1 to 12. A final decision will be made when Austria 
Trade Delegates in the U.S. and Canada consult in Vienm 
next fall. 

VIENNA FALL FAIR 


Fifteen nations will present exhibits to visitors of this 
year’s Vienna International Autumn Fair, to be held Septembe 
7 to 14. 


DORNBIRN FAIR 


Nearly 1,000 exhibitors showed their goods at the 1958 
Dornbirn Export and Sample Fair which closed August 10 
after a 10-day exhibition. Foreign producers from 17 nations 
were represented. The German Federal Republic alone had 
237 of the 436 foreign exhibits. 


Raab on Neutrality (Continued from page 1) 
flicts, this is a valuable knowledge for the Austrian people 
and cause to look toward the future with faith and confider 
ce,’’ 

Finally, the Chancellor said, Austria had not retired from 
the world scene once the State Treaty had been signed. D 
his opinion, Raab said, Austria had given proof to the world 
‘that we have declared our neutrality not only in order #0 
obtain the much longed-for State Treaty; that we consider it 


our obligation not only to protect this neutrality by all means 


at our disposal, but to make it a corner stone of our political 
life.’’ 
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| JAEA REVIEWS OPERATIONS 


A stock-taking of IAEA’s first eight months of operations 


is contained in the report the board of governors is present- 
ing to the second session of the general conference, 
’ convenes at the agency’s Vienna headquarters on 22 Septem- 


which 


her 1958. The annual report, covering the period from the end 
of October 1957 to the end of June 1958, is now being distrih- 
uted to the agency’s 66 member governments. 

The main work of the first eight months, the report says, 
has been the establishment of an international secretariat. A 
start has also been made in implementing the initial program. 
Fissionable- Material. The major role foreseen for the 
agency was to supply fissionable and source materials and 
to help ensure continuing fuel supplies for atomic energy 
programs. Fissionable materials offered by member states 
amount to 5.140 ke of contained uranium 235. Notifications 
by members indicate that the agency will also have access in 
its initial years to adequate supplies of natural uranium and 
thorium. 

Before possible requests for the supply of fissionable or 
source materials can be processed, agreements must be con- 
cluded with the member states which have offered these ma- 
terials in order to determine the financial conditions under 
which such materials could be obtained. Such negotiations 
are now taking place under the guidance of a special commit- 
tee. No requests for materials have thus far been received by 
the agency. 

Technical Assistance. Nearly all the technical activities 
of the agency include the provision of technical assistance 
through expert advice by the staff of the acency, or by spec- 
jal missions consisting of memhers of the secretariat. 

To assist the agency in its initial phase of operations to 
meet requests for expert advice on atomic energy without de- 
lay, the services of experts and consultants have been of- 
fered by member states (France 5-10; Japan 2; USA and USSR 
20-30 each). In addition, India, the Union of South Africa and 
Great Britain have indicated that they will endeavor to make 
experts available on requests. 

The first operation of this kind has been a field survey of 
requirements for training in the peaceful application of atomic 
energy in 17 Latin American countries with a view to consid- 
ering the need for establishing one or more nuclear training 


centers in that region. 
Exchange of Scientists and Experts. The major technical 


assistance activity already in operation is the agency’s inter- 
national training program. Member states have been invited to 
submit their nominations for fellowships to be awarded this 
year, (Membershad offered 268 subsidized or fully paid fel- 
lowships for training or research in institutions of their own 
countries; 140 of these are available in 1958.) 
| Technical Information. Donations received by the agency 
at the end of June exceeded 40.000 publications and docu- 
ments. By the end of 1958 it is expected that the scientific 
and technical library will be operating normally and in a po- 
sition to provide a variety of services to member states. 
The agency’s scientific and technical documentation serv- 
ice is now established and plans are being formulated for the 
tissemination of scientific and technical information. Work 











has also been started to survey the problem of standardized 
terminology in nuclear physics and engineering in various 
languages. Plans are in hand for the publication of an inter- 
national reactor directory dealing with all types of power, re- 
search and training reactors now existing or under construc- 
tion. 

Health and Safety and Waste Disposal. The agency with 
the assistance of an international expert panel is preparing a 
provisional manual on safe practices in the use of radioiso- 
topes. Work has also begun on a general code of regulations 
on maximum permissible dosages and on the collection and 
evaluation of data on the disposal of radioactive wastes. 

Isotopes and Research. To assist members to acquire the 
knowledge and skills needed to make full use of radioiso- 
topes and radiation sources,plans are being made for the for- 
mation of special composite isotope teams which will be sent 
on request to countries in the less developed areas. A world- 
wide survey is being made of national and commercial cata- 
logues of radioactive materials with a view to compiling an 
international catalogue of radioisotopes. (The report lists 
limited research contracts which have been placed with scien- 
tific institutions and long-term projects that are under prelin- 
inary study.) 

Coordination of International Activities. The report re- 
views the cooperation with the United Nations and the con- 
tacts which the agency has established with specialized 
agencies of the United Nations, non-governmental organiza- 
tions and other international bodies. It mentions the fact that 
relationship agreements are under negotiation with those 
specialized agencies which have included atomic energy act- 
ivities in their program. 


GO WEST, YOUNG MAN: INDUSTRIAL RELOCATION 


Official reports for the first quarter of 1958 show that in 
dustrial employment at the end of March was twice as high as 
in June, 1936. The number of employed rose during the inter- 
val from 272,830 to 572,445. The largest percentage increase 
was reached in Upper Austria with 251.5%; it was followed by 
Salzburg with 241,6%, Tyrol with 200,5%, Styria with 137,8%. 
Vorarlberg with 129,9% and Carinthia with 101,5%. Vienna 
came in seventh with only 74,8%. 

In Lower Austria, industrial employment rose by 67,2%, 
and in the Burgenland by 32,4%. (Austria’s Laender from East 
to West: Burgenland, Lower Austria - Vienna, Upper Austria, 
Salzburg, Tyrol, Vorarlberg; in the South: Styria, Carinthia.) 

As against the prewar period, a large-scale industrial re- 
location from East to West is noted, but the Federal Chamber 
of Industry believes that the move, which originated during 
the post-war period when most of Eastern Austria was Rus- 
sian-occupied, has been arrested. Compared with March, 1957, 
Vienna, Lower Austria, Upper Austria, Styria and Vorarlberg 
showed increases while Salzburg and Tyrol experiences losses 
in industrial employment. 

It is interesting to note that currently 22% of all industrial 
enterprises work at 100% capacity, while 23,5% utilize their 
potential at between 76 and 99%. Only 9,5% of the plants 
work at less than 25% of capacity. 
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INDUSTRIAL EXPANSION 
WELL ABOVE EUROPEAN AVERAGE 


The West German Industrial Institute in Cologne announ- 
ced that German industrial production increased by 47% bet- 
ween 1953 and 1957: Austrian production was second with a 
gain of 46%, France was third with 41% and Italy fourth with 
38%; the Netherlands followed with 29%, Norway with 27%, 
Belgium with 25%, Sweden with 21%, Denmark with 20% and 
England with 15%. 

MINING: PRODUCTION LEVEL MAINTAINED 
DESPITE RECESSION 


In spite of the recession, production in the various branch- 
es of mining shows notable stability and in particular instan- 
ces has even increased. This is the case especially in iron 
ore production which with roughly 1,685,000 tons during the 
first six months of 1958 surpassed the production for the 
same period of 1957 by 2,000 tons. 

Crude magnesite, too, increased in production, namely hy 
13.2%. In 1956, world magnesite production amounted to 2,2 
million tons, nearly half of which (1,083,600) was mined in 
Austria. In 1937, when world production was 1,4 million tons, 
Austria’s share was only 400,000 tons. Meanwhile, Austria’s 
mining of crude magnesite increased to 1,172,600 tons in 
1957. During the first half of 1958, it was 627,000 tons. (The 
second largest magnesite producer in 1956 was the United 
States with 622,900 tons compared with 184,500 tons in 1937. 
Next was Yugoslavia with 194,400 tons in 1956 and 42,000 
tons in 1937.) 

State assistance measures for ore mining brought about an 
increase in the production of lead and zinc ores of about 3.4% 
to a total of 94,500 tons. Copper ores receded, but to a very 
limited degree, of about 300 tons for a total of 82,600 tons for 
the first half of 1958. 

Mining of antimony ore during the same period amounted to 
5,200 tons, or 100 tons more than during the comparable time 
in 1957. Bauxite production likewise increased — hy 16% to 
approximately 10,200 tons. Also graphite production by 800 
tons to roughly 10,000 tons, crude kaolin by 400 tons to 138, 
000 tons and crude salt by 1,400 tons to 59,700. 

Material decreases were noted only in the production of 
gypsum and anhydrite which was 235,000 tons for the first 
half of 1958 as compared with 280,700 tons during the same 
period of 1957; and in the production of talcum and talcum 
slate which went down from 37,700 tons to 35,000 tons (or a 
loss of 7. 2%). 

Hard-coal mining was about 20% less and totalled 65,000 
tons. During the first half of 1958, about 3,233,000 tons of 
soft coal were mined. This is 5.2% less than during the first 
six months of 1957. Considering the situation in the world’s 
markets as well as the stocks of foreign mines, this produc- 
tion loss is hardly disturbing. 

It appears that the economy of mining of tungsten ore 
which was started in Tyrolonly last yearis imperilled because 
the recession in special ores has now also hit tungsten. While 
more than 3,000 tons of this ore were mined in the first half 
of 1957, production has gone down to 2,600 tons during the 
Ja ary to July period of 1958. 


SHIP METALS FOR SCANDINAVIA 

Large-scale shipments of ship metals were recently made 
by VOeRST (United Austrian Steel) to a number of ship yards 
in Scandinavia. The shipments were part of long-term con 
tracts with Scandinavian firms. For 1958, about 30,000 tons 
are still due; next year, shipments will total 100,000 tons. 


VOeEST PURCHASES MAJOR 
SHARE OF SCANDINAVIAN FIRM 

VOeEFST (United Austrian Steel) has purchased 90% of the 
stock of the Ferrummontage Corp., Oslo (Norway). This com 
pany manufactures pressure pipes, a product of decisive im 
portance to the sale of high-value YVOeEST metals. Ferrunm 
montage,which makes and installs systems in all parts of the 
world, currently is engaged in laying pressure pipe systems 
in Norway and India. 

At the stockholders’ meeting in Oslo last July 29, 
VOeFST’s managing director was elected chairman of the 
board. 

CELLULOSE WOOL FOR EXPORT 


Total shipments of cellulose wool during the first half 
of 1957 amounted to 22,158 tons and increased by 33 tons to 
22,191 in the first six months of 1958. Domestic shipments 
decreased during the latter period by 4,134 tons to 8,238, bu 
the loss was made up wholly by exports which rose by 4,16) 
tons from 9,788 to 13,956 tons. Exports now account for 
62.9% of the total, domestic sales for 37.1%. 

AUSTRIAN PAPER PRODUCTS IN DEMAND ABROAD 

Exports of the Austrian paper industry continued to gain 
during the first quarter of 1958. Sales rose particularly in 
high quality printing and writing papers, amounting to a re 
cord 24,975 tons, worth 141,2 million schillings as against 
22,837 tons, worth 139,3 million during the first three months 
of 1957. (26 schillings equal $1. Ed.) Foreign purchasers 


also ordered large quantities of blotting, « drawing and row 
papers. . 


AUSTRA’'S TROPICAL FRUIT IMPORTS UP 60% 


Austrian imports of tropical fruit --- bananas, oranges, 
lemons, etc. -~- amounted to 54,000 tons worth 215 million 
schillings duringthe first quarter of 1958. (26 schillings equal 
$1. Ed.) Compared with the figures of 1957, imports gained 
64% in volume and 60% in value. 


FIBER BUARD HOLDING FIRM 


Domestic sales of fiber board products during the first 
half of 1958 showed no weakening such as has been noted in 
other branches of the lumber industry. Sales remained favor 
able -—- at least in the domestic market; there was a great 
variety of types of board and many different colors and su 
faces, many produced for special purposes, to choose from 
Another factor was the opening of ever new uses for these 
products. 

Hard board sales increased by 22% during the first half of 
1958 compared with the same period of 1957. However, total 


production rose by only 6% due.to the international economic 
situation which materially reduced exports; in some foreig! 
markets, sales went down as much as 40%. 
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A REVIEW OF AUSTRIA’S AGRICULTURE 

AT EUROPEAN CONGRESS IN VIENNA 

Austrian Minister of Agriculture Thoma recently opened 
the 9th Congress of the International Federation for Agricult- 
ure. It was attended by agricultural scientists from 12 Euro 
pean nations. Special subjects discussed included the work 
of the female labor force; labor techniques in special agri- 
cultural branches, especially in truck farms; and the problem 
of agriculture in mountainous areas. 

In his speech, Thoma said that of the 7,2 million hectares 
of arable and forest land in Austria, about two thirds are 
worked by 165,000 individual mountain farmers. (One hectare 
equals 2.47 acres.) Of these 165,000 agricultural enterprises, 
he added, about one half is located at extreme heights up to 
1,600 meters, and sometimes heyond. (One meter roughly 
equals three feet.) 

Only a fifth of Austria’s total population worked in agri- 
culture now. Every day, Mr. Thoma said, 50 persons leave 
agriculture and forestry. Due to the lack of skilled help, agri- 
cultural mechanization must progress at a rapid pace. He ad- 
ded that among those engaged in agriculture, only 3.1% had 
graduated from any type of professional school. The Minister 
also said that the total value of agricultural machines amount- 
ed to about 20 billion schillings (26 schillings equal $1.); in 
1953, it was worth only 12 billion. The number of electric 
motors alone had risen by 22% in the last four years. 





CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


STUDENTS FROM MORE THAN 30 NATIONS 

AT AUSTRIAN UNIVERSITIES 

Austrian colleges and universities once more attract a 
large number of foreign students: about a third of all students 
in Austria are foreigners. The students come from more than 
30 countries and all five continents, 

Altogether, 27,296 students, including 6,043 women, 
matriculated at Austrian institutes of higher learning. Among 
them are 8,286 foreigners, or more than 30%. This relation is 
mot the same at all schools. At some, foreign participation 
is considerably higher. At Innsbruck, foreigners outnumbered 
Austrians: 1,673 foreigners and 1,434 Austrian nationals 
attended classes at the beginning of the winter semester. At 
he Graz Technological Institute too, participation of for 
tigers is nearly 300 more than that of Austrian nationals. 
Wore foreigners also reported at the Veterinary College in 
Vienna: 147 foreigners to 113 nationals. Medical faculties 


included 1,646 Austrians and 1,597 foreigners. 
Foreign students in Austria possess more than 30 


jationalities. Among them are citizens of 26 European 
tutions: Belgians, Bulgars, Danes, Germans, Finns, French- 
ten, Greeks, Englishmen, Irish, Icelanders, Italians, Yugo- 
slays, Liechtensteiners, Luxembourgers, Dutch, Norwegians, 
Poles, Portuguese, Romanians, Swedes, Swiss, Soviets, 
Czechs, Turks and Hungarians (mostly refugees). Germany 
leads with 2,159 nationals; Greece is second with 1,543. 
Sudents from Eastern Europe an nations are least represented; 














they amount to only 124. 

Altogether, 1,325 students come from non-European 
nations, from Africa, America (347 from the U.S.), Asia and 
Australia. Among them are numerous colored people. Most of 
the foreigners study medicine and philosophy (4 ,603) and 
scientific subjects (2,174). 

Almost half the students at art schools and academies 
come from foreign countries (717). Most of them are studying 
at the Vienna Music Academy (462). 

The total number of students increased considerably 
over the previous year. During the winter semester 1956-1957, 
22,850 students attended; for the winter semester 1957-1958, 
their number had risen to 27,296. Among them are 25,082 
regular students, 1,799 extraordinary students and 415 guest 
students. (Austria has 10 scientific institutes of higher 
learning and four art colleges. The scientific institutes em 
ploy 1,910 professors and teachers of various grades, 496 
assistants and 865 scientific aids. The art schools employ 
353 professors.) 


BIOCHEMICAL CONGRESS IN VIENNA 


The 4th International Congress for Biochemistry will be 
held in Vienna from Sept. 1 to 6 under the auspices of the 
Austrian Biochemical Society and the Intemational Union for 
Biochemistry. Prof. Franz Bruecke, head of the Pharmacol- 
ical Institute of the University of Vienna, will be host. An 
American — Austrian-born Dr. F. Cori, Nobel laureate — will 
be President of the Conference, 

So far, 3,123 active participants have announced their 
coming; this means, if past experience is a guide, that 4,500 
to 5,000 persons will register in the end. 

The largest number comes from the U.S. (594) and Great 
Britain (561). (The others are distributed around the world in 
this order: Germany, France, Italy, Netherlands, Switzerland, 
Sweden, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, Poland, Belgium, Soviet 
Union, Norway, Hungary, Yugoslavia, Canada, Spain, Japan, 
Israel, Australia, Finland, India, China, Turkey, Ireland, Eg- 
ypt, Romania, Portugal, Belgian Congo, Bulgaria, Lebanon, 
Greece, Iran, Mexico, Venezuela, Chile, Costa Rica, Pakis- 
tan, South Africa, Colombia, Syria, Trinidad, Jamaica, Urugu- 
ay, Burma, Malaya, Argentina, Thailand, Peru, Nigeria and 
Albania.) 

From Austria, 62 active participants have registered. 
Among the scientists are 15 Nobel prize winners. 

The Congress will be held at the University of Vienna 
where 1,670 lectures will be given in 34 classrooms within 
five days. The various fields are divided into 18 sections. To 
these are added 12 symposia on special topics, namely: car- 
bohydrate chemistry of biological substances; biochemistry of 
wood, of the central nervous system, of steroids, of antibio- 
tics, of the morphogenesis, of viruses, and of proteins; phys 
ical chemistry of biologically important highly polymeric 
blood-coagulation factors; changes in vitaminic matter, and 


finally biochemistry of insects. 
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STATE OPERA, VOLKSOPER 
ANNOUNCE FALL SCHEDULE 


Both the Vienna State Opera and the Volksoper have ar- 
ranged a somewhat conservative program for their fall sea- 
son. 

The fall premiere of Verdi’s ‘‘Masked Ball’’ is scheduled 
for September 23, under the musical direction of Dimitri Mi- 
tropoulos. The cast: Birgit Nilsson, Erika Koeth, Giulietta 
Simionato (with Jean Madeira taking over the role at a later 
time), Giuseppe di Stefano and L. Bastianini. Mitropoulos, 
who is taking the Vienna Philharmonic to Athens earlier in 
September, will also conduct performances of ‘‘Tosca,’’ 
‘*Electra,’’ and ‘‘Madame Butterfly’’ during September. 

October 10 and 12 will see guest performances by the 
French conductor Pierre Monteux who will conduct ‘‘Car 
men’’ at the State Opera. Birgit Nilsson is also booked for 
the title roles of Aida and Tosca. 

The Vienna Volksoper will open September 7 with a new 
Staging of Nicolai’s ‘‘Merry Wives of Windsor.’’ Rossini’s 
‘‘William Tell’’ reaches the stage in November. Lehar’s 
*‘Czarevich’’ follows in December under the musical direc- 
tion of Anton Paulik. Per Grunden, Eleonor Schneider and 
Fred Hennings wiil sing the main roles. 

At the State Opera, a ballet premiere is scheduled for 
January, 1959. The program includes Franz Salmhofer’s 
‘*Lockendes Phantom’’ (Tempting Phantom), a ballet which 
had its world premiere in 1927 at the Vienna Opera under 
Franz Schalk’s direction. Bizet’s ‘‘Rhapsodie Espagnole,’’ 
a Pas-de-Deux from Salmfofer’s ‘‘Nottumo’’ and Anton 
Paulik’s ‘‘Vienna Mosaic’’ based on music by Johann, Josef 
and Eduard Strauss will round out the ballet season. 


AT THE KONZERTHAUS 


Eight orchestral concerts, nine solo recitals and eight 
performances of modern music will be presented at the Vien- 
na Konzerthaus. Conductors engaged include Paul Angerer, 
Miltiades Caridis, Massimo Freccia, Hans Gillesberger, Paul 
Hindemith, Heinrich Hollreiser, Ernst Krenek, Lorin Maazel, 
Dimitri Mitropulos, Pierre Monteux, Paul Sacher and Alfred 
Wallenstein. 


Paul Hindemith and Ernst Krenek will conduct their own 
works in a cycle called ‘‘New Music.’’ 


The Konzerthaus Society signed up the following solo- 
ists: Paul Badura-Skoda, Alexander Brailowsky, Joerg Demus, 
Glenn Gould and Carlo Zecchi, pianists; Arthur Grumiaux, 
Ricardo Odnoposoff and Zino Francescatti, violinists; Gas- 
par Casado, Enrico Mainardi and Janos Starker, cellists. Vo- 
cal recitals will be offered by Anton Dermota, Dietrich Fi- 
scher-Dieskau, Murray Dickie, Emmy Loose, Christa Ludwig 
and Irmgard Seefried. 


Chamber music associations signed up for four concerts 
include the woodwind section of the Vienna Philharmonic Or- 
chestra, the I Musici di Roma, the Juilliard Quartet, the Trio 
di Trieste, the Vegh Quartet, the Virtuosi di Roma and the 
Vienna Konzerthaus Quartet. 


“LOOK HOMEWARD, ANGEL" 
TO HAVE AUSTRIAN PREMIERE 


Shakespeare’s ‘‘Midsummer Night’s Dream’’ will be one 
of several newly staged plays to be given in the Theater in 
der Josefstadt during the next season. 

The first Austrian performance of Thomas Wolfe’s ‘‘Look 
Homeward, Angel’’ (with Vilma Degischer, Maria Emo and 


Klaus Loewitsch in the top roles) is also on the bill. The } 


theater’s leight-weight Kammerspiele will have two premie- 
res: Otto Bielens’ comedy “‘Ich bin kein Casanova’’ (J am 
no Casanova) with Doris Kirchner, Luzi Neudecker, Peter 
Weck, and Ernst Waldbrunn; and Popplewell’s comedy ‘‘Brave 
Diebe’’ (Good Thieves), with Hans Jaray —who also di- 
rects ---and Chariklia Baxevanos. Das Kleine Theater (Kor- 
zerthaus) which opens in October, will have the Austrian 
premieres of Erwin Sylvanus’ ‘‘Korcezak and theChildren” 
and of Friedrich Duerrenmatt’s ‘‘Naechstliche Begegnung 
mit einem verachteten Menschen’’ (Nighttime Encounter with 
a Scorned Man). 

BREGENZ FESTIVAL 1959 


Another classical operetta was chosen for performance on 


the marine stage during next years Bregenz Festival. The nol 


anniversary of the death of Johann Strauss will be commemo 
ratet by a revival of his operetta ‘‘The Thousand and First 
Night,’’ which was performed at the same place last in 1949, 
Tchaikowsky’s ‘‘Swan Lake’’ is under consideration for the 
ballet performance there. 

Fither Flotow’s ‘‘Martha’’ or Lortzing’s ‘‘Wildschuetz” 
will be given in the Kornhaus. The Festival management also 
intends to stage several old Italian works. Under considera 
tion are three short pieces to be given in one night: ‘‘Com 
battimento di Tancredi a Clorinda,’’ a ballet-opera by Monte 
verdi, ‘‘Maestro di capella’’ by Cimarosa, and ‘‘Campanella” 
by Donizetti. The Symphony Orchestra and the Choir of the 
Society of Friends of Music will participate. 


CONDUCTOR OF VIENNA CHOIR BOYS 
ACCEPTS CALL TO U.S. 

Gerhard Track, who has led the Vienna Boys Choir fo 
many seasons at home and abroad, has accepted a position as 
professor and musical director at St. John’s University i 
Minnesota. His departure from Austria was marked by a spec 
ial concert given by the Vienna Boys Choir at the Vienna 
Music Society. Track also has been engaged to conduct ser 
eral orchestral concerts in the United States. 


“‘MISSA SOLEMNIS" IN VIENNA 


The London Philharmonia Orchestra will come to Vienns 
to make recordings for the Columbia label. The recording ser 
sion is to start Sept. 12. The work is Beethoven’s ‘‘Missa 
lemnis’’. Herbert von Karajan will conduct the British orcher 


tra and the Vienna Singverein will participate. The solo roles 


will be sung by Elisabeth Schwarzkopf, Christa Ludwig and 
Nicola Zaccaria. The tenor has not, yet been chosen. The 
Philharmonia Orchestra will also record — in London — the 


first complete performance of Smetana’s ‘“‘Bartered Bride” } 


with Elisabeth Schwarzkopf and Otto Edelmann in the mail 
roles. 
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GUIDED TOURS THROUGH VIENNA STATE OPERA 


Tourists whose schedule does not permit them to attend 
a performance at the Vienna State Opera will now be able to 
see the building by taking a guided tour. These tours are con- 
ducted daily, including Sundays, and guides speak German, 
English and French. 


FATTY IS JAZZING UP THE JOINT 


Vienna’s most prominent jazz musician, Fatty George, 
28, who was born as just plain Franz Pressler, has already 
sacrificed nearly 40 pounds of his onetime top weight of 320 
pounds to his dream project (he calls it a jazz saloon). Wheth- 
er he lost the weight from worry or lack of time to eat re- 
mains unexplained. 

The fact is that Fatty George will build—in Vienna —the 
most original, the most colossal, in short: the jazziest jazz 
joint of Europe. 

Just returned from a triumphal tour through Germany and 
Switzerland, the weighty bandleader lost no time in signing 
a purchase agreement for the former Casino Oriental on Pe- 
tersplatz, right in the heart of Vienna. And in Fall, Fatty’s 
Saloon will be open to the jazz-craving Viennese. 

When Fatty returned to Vienna for a spell a couple of 
weeks ago to make recordings, his plans for the new place 
were ready in his mind and pocket. He even brought an archi- 
tect along: Horst Geldmacher (translated Moneymaker and no 
bad monniker for the purpose). This gent is not only an archi- 
tect of considerable reputation — he’s built the New Orleans 
Building in Duesseldorf — but also a jazz musician of note. | 

Fatty’s Saloon is to be a ‘‘Playground for the Grown- 
ups.’’ It will be, in plain jive lingo, the end, beyond which 
there is nothing. Europe will be agog. And so will you be 
when you look at Fatty’s plans: 

Geldmacher will build a whole town with buildings and 
special attractions into the Saloon. 

Its central ‘‘stop-the-show, man’’ theme will be a Missi- 


ssippi-style riverboat, and you can drink and eat right bet- 
ween its stacks. 


a 


Of course, there’ll be a piece of Chicago Loop, complete 
with the L, a police station, prison, an antique fire truck and 
a bottle of authentic Chicago river water — unpolluted. 

All this jazz will be made real comfortable and inviting. 
Some of the guests will be practically at sea, because they’ll 
sit somewhere in a replica of the Mississippi which will just - 
keep rocking along. 


And because Fatty thinks of everything, his engineers 
will install wires for television, just in case he finds a spon- 
sor. 

The food will be the best — such old Viennese special- 
ties as Southern Fried Chicken, T-Bone Steak and Corned 
Beef and Cabbage will be offered. 


Fatty’s musicians — a bunch of rumor mongers — swear 
that he’ll get Al Fats Edwards, who is in Sweden now, to 
serve as honorary chef between the blues. 

But only the longhairs will worry about these minor things. 
The main thing is jazz. And if he goes through with it all, 
Fatty’s Jazz Saloon will be it — in Austria, in Europe, prac- 
tically everywhere: 


He’ll have two bands which will play (consecutively, it is 
hoped) on adjoining platforms to entertain the 350 paying 
guests. A third of them may dance — at a time. And fans who 
come to hear jazz — well, there’ll be a third platform above 
the two where they can stand and just listen. So that they 


can see all the musicians, there’ll be a giant mirror above 
their heads. 


‘*We’ll be the house band except when we are on tour in 
the summer,” Fatty assured his fans. ‘‘But when we are 
gone, ij should want to get bands from England, Holland and 
Germany to spell us in Vienna.’’ He isalso thinking of Amer- 
ican jazz bands -- ‘‘if they don’t ask too much.”’ 

Fatty has a few U.S. boys ready for the opening — cont- 
racts are signed, sealed and delivered. They include trumpe- 
ter Roy Eldrige and a couple of saxophones. 





HOW AN AUSTRIAN REPORTER SEES THE IRON CURTAIN 


‘‘At Austria’s dead border with Hungary, the Iron Curtain 
has now fallen completely shut. Even Lake Neusiedel and the 
River Leitha have been bisected by a mined barbed wire fen- 
ce. Austrian farmers who accidentally come a bit too close 
to the border while they work their fields are being shot at by 
Hungarian border patrols, and curious tourists sufferthe same 
fate. 

‘‘In the broad plains of the northern Burgenland, the mur- 
derous wire fence is now complete. It is charged with elec- 
ticity, sown with land mines and watched from towers. Aspe- 
cial steel tower was erected recently near the Lake of Neu- 
siedel. Hungarian border patrols man these towers day and 
night and stare through their field glasses at Austria. 

“Recently, the various watch towers were connected by 
tadio telephone. Where the River Leitha flows from Austria 
into Hungary, however, mere barbed wire is not enough. From 
bank to bank goes a tight steel fence.. ‘‘Not even the fish can 
pass that,’’ the farmers say. A refugee would not have the 


— 
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slightest chance to flee to Austria through the water. Besides 
the fence, three watch towers control the view. Only slightly 
higher than the surroundings bushes, they can be seen only 
at the last moment. 

‘Immense quiet rules the border land. But the silence is 
oppressive. Peasants who have no urgent business near the 
border avoid it. And if they have to go near it to mind their 
voices. 

‘*Rough grass grows along the border. If the peasants do 
not absolutely need it, they let it grow, because they don’t 
like to be observed through field glasses ... and perhaps be 
misunderstood by the Hungarian soldiers in their watch tow- 
ers. For if they don’t like what they see, shots will pierce 
the silence of the land. 


*“‘"No one can really know when those across the border 
might let go of a salvo into the neighboring country. Often, 
it is enough when they see a parked car on some road, a car 
with a license number other than those issued in Burgenland. 
Sometimes, the Hungarian border guards will shoot without 
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apparent reason. Machine pistols go off most often when curi- 
ous and unsuspecting tourists face the border, camera cocked. 
If you take pictures at the border, you must expect that a bul- 
let will fly over your head within a minute — over the head, 
that is, if you are lucky. 

“Foreigners, especially those who come from countries 
where such incidents are unimaginable, think they need not 
mind the warnings. It can’t be as bad as all that, they say to 
themselves, and focus their cameras, But it is as bad as all 
that; as shown by the most recent such incident involving an 
American student. Our authorities are in no position to forbid 
foreigners to look across the border into Hungary. But they 
would be happier if these foreigners would be less foolhardy 
and observe the warnings. 

‘‘How far the obsession with ‘security’ along the iron cur- 
tain goes, a land surveyor can tell: he had his difficulties in 
drawing new maps because he wasn’t allowed to fly his plane 
near the border. Once he flew near it — though still over Aus- 
trian territory — and Hungarian fighter planes forced him to 
turn back. The Hungarians who pursued him did not bother 
about violating Austrian territory. 

“The flow of refugees has almost run dry ... so very few 
succeed nowadays. We only know of those who, face to face 
with liberty, were stopped by land mines and bullets; but we 
don’t know of those others who are caught en route to the bor- 
ier, within the 25-mile forbidden zone, and who disappear be- 


hind prison walls. 


‘*fYet a few always make it. The refugee’s ability to in- 
vent ways and means of escape is inexhaustible. Some rock 
into freedom on ladders, others — to wit two soldiers — recent- 
ly staged a pursuit with the result that both the pursued and 
the pursuer managed to cross the border. 

‘‘A few days ago, a young woman with her five-year old 
daugtiter reached Austria in a state of utter exhaustion. Th 
woman had succeeded in obtaining permission to go to the re- 
sort town of Oedenburg, a town within the prohibited zone 
Every day saw the woman take her child for a walk in the 
woods. Every night she returned loaded down with berries and 
mushrooms. Only one day, she did not return. She had found 
her way right through the mine field into Austria. Soon she 
will be with her husband who preceded her to the United Sta- 
tes. 

‘‘A week ago, a young Hungarian crossed the mine fields 
in the so-called Seewinkel (Lake Corner) where the border cros- 
ses the lake. This man had served in the army and knew 
where the mines and flares had been placed. He knew the 
plans so well that he did not explode a single mine or loose 
a single flare. He traversed the larger part of the prohibited 
zone during the night. In the early morning hours he waded 
through the Einser Canal and slipped underneath the wire bar- 
rier. There was a hut on the Austrian side, in full view of the 


watch towers, where he went to sleep, too exhausted to go on. 


Hours later, he continued his way into the interior.’’ 
Arbeiter Zeitung (Socialist), August 10, 1958. 
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